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Verona scraps referendum on garbage pickup in favor of mail survey

By MEG NUGENT

A proposal for a Nov. 8 referendum asking Verona
voters where they would like their trash to be picked u
was scrapped last night by the township council, whic
chose instead to conduct a mail survey.

The council had scheduled the special session to take
final action on two ordinances, one for curbside garbage
pickup and one for backyard pickup. Pending the counciFs
decision, both or one of the ordinances would be put on
the ballot for voters to approve or turn down.

But after a two-hour public hearing, the council unan-
imously voted to *postpone indefinitely" any action on
the ordinances. )

The decision also followed Councilman Robert Pigna-
tello's statement that he was willing to withdraw his pro-
posal for a referendum to decide the issue, in part, because

of “legal, practical and fiscal” barriers the referendum

would gose

The special meeting was held on the day of the town-
ship's deadline for bids for trash pickup, and council mem-
bers also seemed reluctant to choose tge referendum route
after hearing the preliminary cost estimates given by the
six contractors who submitted bids.

Township Attorney Michael DiMiro had explained that
the township would be bound to abide by whatever referen-
dum voters approved for three years.

Several residents voiced their support of a mail survey
to gauge residents’ feelings instead of a referendum. After
the council’s decision, resident Lawrence Foran said he sup-
ported Pignatello “100 percent for drog ing the referen-
dum,” adding he hoped the council would take “sufficient
time to analyze the acts and not trap us into a high figure
(for garbage pickup) by a referendum being pushed on us.”

Bargain prices, promotion urged
to boost Shore’s sagging image

By DEBORAH COOMBE

A Seaside Heights councilman and businessman said
overpricing and a poor attitude by merchants—not just
fears of a dirty ocean~—contributed to a poor summer at the
Shore.

Businessmen must unite to counter bad gub]icit about
the Shore, advertise the area’s attractions and offer bargain
packages if the downward trend is going to be reversed, said
Councilman Robert Dionisio at a press conference yester-

ay.
y “There’s no time left. There is a sense of panic with
some of the businesses,” Dionislo said. .

Merchants, restaurateurs, realtors and other business-
men from Point Pleasant south to Island Beach State
Park recently formed the North Island Business Coalition to
find ways to restore the image and economic health of
the Shore.

Bad publicity last summer about medical waste wash-
ing up at various spots along the coast, raw sewage in
the ocean off Asbury Park as well as changes in lifestyle
have cut business by 35 percent, with some businesses
facing bankruptcy, Dionisio said. i .

‘I'm down $400,000 in gross this year. That's a little
more than 50 percent, I still have the same chef and
everything else is the same,” said Dionisio, who owns Cap-
tain Look s Inn. .

The councilman blamed the press for not “checking
out” stories concerning pollution and for giving the im-
pression that the whole coast is polluted.

“The ocean has never heen cleaner. That's what the
federal government tells us,” Dionisio said.

No ocean beach in Ocean County was closed last sum-
mer.
Also attending the press conference were Elizabeth
Torrise, a representative of Fugazy Travel & Bus Co,,
and Denise Putlock, who is In charge of group sales at Ca-
sino Pier and Water Works.

They spoke about the need to promote the area as a
family resort and to offer financial inducements to tourists.

gne roposal is to offer “tokens” to all passengers who
come to Seaside Heights on a tour administered by Fu-

gazy. The tokens could be used to buy a chance, a-two-for-
one meal or a discount on a purchase.

“The prima}r‘v purpose is to show our appreciation for
visiting Seaside Heights and 1o increase our customer traf-
fic,” Torrise said.

Putlock said she will be promoting Casino Pier and
Water Works and any other Shore business that gives her lit-
erature to distribute at trade shows throughout the winter.

She Plans to continue some of the programs that were
successful last spring to lure children to the water works.
Onedwas to give a free admission for every “A” on a report
cara.

" “I know it sounds corny, but the kids loved it,”" Putlock
said.
Dionisio said it would be difficult to extend the season
past early fall,

" “As soon as the money lets up, people close up,” he
said. .
Putlock said a lot of the rides on the boardwalk are
independently owned. They are packed up the first week in
October and taken to fairs.

Dionisio stressed the importance of bringing families
back to the Shore with special rates.

“Next summer we will have a family day. We will have
a free beach day every week,” he said.

A free beach day was offered last summer; however,
some merchants and parking lot owners used the opportuni-
ty to raise their prices.

“I can't tell you how I felt when I heard that,” Dionisio
said.

He said there have to be lower prices on the boardwalk,
for rentals and in restaurants. In turn boardwalk landlords
have to lower their rents so businesses can make a profit.

At one time Seaside Heights had little competition, but
times are changing, the councllman said.

“You can go to Florida for a week and it will cost less
than here,” he said.

At his restaurant, Dionisio is planning to offer $8 and
$9 dinners instead of the $16 dinners he had been sellinf.

When asked whether businesses will be willing to lower
prices, even for one day a week, Dionisio said, I don't
think they have much of a choice right now.”

SAFEGUARD YOUR FAMILY & HOME!

Thick, custom-prefabricated,
mortared-in-place PC GlaseBlock®
Super Windows form virtually
impenetrable barriers. They resist
Impact and forcible entry, making
your most vuinerable windows
extremely secure!
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Residents’ displeasure about a switch last year from
backyard to curbsige pickup of refuse prompted the council
to hold the special meeting to consider the two garbage
ordinances. )

Verona wanted to make the switch in the hopes of sav-
ing $124,344 during 1988. The township earlier Aestlmatgd
backyard collection would have cost $539,580, while the bill
for curbside pickuﬁs totaled §415,236. .

Rolli last night repeated his earlier explanation for the
two ordinances, saying the council did not want to alert
bidders by approving just one. He said eamier that the cost
estimates of the bids could settle the issue before it gets
on the ballot. o

Township Manager Vincent DiMauro said the swing in
cost estimates between the lowest bids for “curbside to
rearyard” pickup for a five-year contract ranged from $1.8
million to “a high” of $7.4 million. He reminded resi-
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An autumn bouquet
Helen Cicalese gathers tiowers for a bouquet in her field in Colts Neck, where sunny skies and

pleasant temperatures made for a picture-perfect day. More of the same Is expected today, with
clear skies and highs in the 70s.

dents the bids did not include the $108 per ton tipping fee the
township must pay to haul the trash to two transfer stations
in Newark. . .

Before formalizing the switch last year, the township
conducted a mail survey in which 3,800 homeowners were
asked which plan they preferred. Out of the 1,179 responses,
790 chose curbside and 389 favored backyard pickup.

Residents last night told the council the survey was
improperly conducted, saying some of them never saw the
questionnaires because they were placed between the pages
of a recycling brochure that was sent to their homes.

Councilman James Treffinger recalled residents telling
him they were dissatisfied with the first survey, in part,
because it did not provide a breakdown of costs for individu-
al homeowners that curbside or backyard pickup would
incur.
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Injured man found on train tracks -

An unidentified man in his early to mid-20s was criti-
cally injured Sunda{ night after.he elgher “fell.onto the train
tracks or was hit'by a train" in Orange, Police Director
Charles Cobbertt reported yesterday.

A Conrall conductor regorted seeing a body on the
rails, about 200 feet south of Chestnut Street, about 8:30
p.m,, he said.

When the police arrived, they found the man © zlng
{;cr: down and bleeding from his head,” according to Cob-
t.
The man, who carried no identification, was taken to

University Hospital In Newark, where he was in critical
condition yesterday. '

The Yolice director described the Injured man as “a
white male, 20-25 years of age, small build, 145 to 150
unds, blond hair, facial hair, and wearing a beige T-shirt,
lue sweat pants, gray and blue sneakers and white socks,”
He also was wearing a stainless steel watch, ’

.. Cobbertt said anyone with tnformation on the mag’s -

identity or what happened to him is asked to call Detective _

g‘odd rtolini in the Orange Police Department's detectlve
ureau,

S. Orange approves funds for Village Hall

A $60,000 aprroprlation for renovations to Village Hall

the municipal building at South Orange Avenue and Scotland

?oadt, was adopted {ast night by the South Orange Board of
rustees.

The renovations will include electrical work for the
councll chambers on the second floor, a recording system,
seats, lighting, interior and exterior painting, floor covering
and plumbing.

An additional $81,000 will come from a federal Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development grant received by

the county for the installation of barrier-tree facilities such ‘
as ramps and elevators to make Village Hall more.ac
cessible to the handicapped. 2r

The work is expected to be completed early next yoat.~

A second ordinance was ldop(es apcrwhz 1 § porogh
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